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Communication from the United Kingdom 

RESTRICTED 

Background 

1. The delegation of the United Kingdom has submitted a letter to the Executive Director

dated 22 February 2024 (see attached ANNEX I).

2. The delegation has requested an additional agenda item at the upcoming meeting of the
Finance and Administration Committee, concerning the possible reimbursement of the Russian
Federation’s pro-rata contribution for coffee year 2023/24 to the importing members (UK, Japan,
Switzerland, and Norway).

Action 

The Committee is requested to consider whether this proposal is acceptable and, if 
appropriate, to make a recommendation to the Council. 
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T: 03459 335577 
helpline@defra.gov.uk 
www.gov.uk/defra 

Seacole Building 
2 Marsham Street, 
London 
SW1P 4DF 

Ms Vanúsia Nogueira 
Executive Director 
International Coffee Organisation 
222 Gray’s Inn Road 
London 
WC1X 8HB Date: 22/02/24 

CC: Mr Zoltan Agai, Chair of ICO finance and administration committee 

Reimbursement of Russian Federations 23/24 membership 
contributions to importing members.   

Dear Ms Nogueira 

The United Kingdom (UK) requests an agenda item at the upcoming finance and 
administration committee on 5th March 2024.  We request that this agenda item explores a 
reimbursement of the Russian Federation’s pro-rata contributions for 23/24 to the to the 
importing members (UK, Japan, Switzerland, and Norway). 

We understand that the Russian Federation have paid their membership arrears, and are 
no longer suspended, and therefore a pro-rata membership contribution is expected for 
this year. The UK would argue that reimbursement of this pro-rata contribution is a 
reasonable option for importing members, whose contributions for 23/24 were recalculated 
and increased as agreed at the council meeting in India. 

Kind regards, 

Tobias Bruce - Jones 
Growth & Productivity Lead 
Food & Drink Quality & Partnerships | Agri-food Chain Directorate 
Department for Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs  
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